
Marli Horses       Guillaume Coustou and the originals 

The small bronze castings Gregory owned were modeled after 

the large, 3.4-meter-high statues made from Carrara marble by 

French sculptor Guilliame Coustou the Elder (1677-1746). 

Coustou created the marble horses for the horse pond at the 

Château de Marly for Louis XV, finishing them in 1745. 

Coustou drew inspiration from the Dioscuri in front of the Quirinale palace in Rome as 

well as from the Horses of the Sun by the Marsy brothers; both are very detailed marble 

statues of riders and their horses. Coustou’s statues were moved to the Champs-Élysées 
and later to the Louvre for display (below). His Marly Horses gained much admiration and 

fame, and there were many existing copies of the work done by various artists in smaller, 

bronze figurines such as the pair Gregory owned. They were quite popular in the Victorian 

era, as most of the Marly horses 

currently on the market date to that 

time. 

 

 

The original inventory from 1876 lists the horses as “a pair of Marli  

Horses in fine Florentine bronze, 2nd cast”. The description does not list a height,  

a height, however, Escritt & Barrell measured them at 23 inches. 

Provenance 

- Owned by Gregory Gregory and kept in the Tapestry Gallery 

- Inherited by the Welbys of Denton Manor, who placed them for sale 

with Escritt & Barrell in 1938. See auction catalogue below. 

 

Gregory Gregory and Louis XV 

Gregory Gregory’s preference for 

objects produced during the reign 

of Louis XV (1710-1774) is also 

seen in other objects in his home, 

such as the Boucher tapestries for 

the Tapestry Gallery, and the 

Girandole Mirrors, originally in the 

Gold Room. His possessions show 

an appreciation for extravagance. 

Reference: “Work Horses Restrained by Grooms, Known as The Marly Horses.” Louvre. Louvre.                          Haley Patterson 

Portrait of Coustou by Jacques-François Delyen, 1725 


